
Introduction

Acknowledgements: This research was supported by the School of Human Evolution and Social Change (SHESC) Graduate Student Research Grant. My co-advisers, Dr. Marty Anderies and Dr. Shauna BurnSilver, committee member Dr. Milan Shrestha have
been instrumental in guiding me throughout my research planning and my first two years of PhD . Their guidance and support is gratefully acknowledged. The direct supervision provided by Dr. Sienna R Craig from the Department of Anthropology at Dartmouth
College is highly acknowledged here. Thank you to Charlotte Till, PhD candidate at SHESC for important feedbacks on this poster. Summer fieldwork of 2018 immensely benefitted from the active participation of local people of Upper Mustang, Nepal.

Field Site Location
q Prior to tourism, the people of Upper Mustang subsisted through three occupations; 

agriculture, animal husbandry, and petty trade1. After a 10-year civil war / Maoist 
insurgency, Nepal became a federalist republic in May 20082. Since the political 
situation stabilized, the tourism industry has boomed. However, rapid socio-cultural 
change, environmental stress, and threats to the rich and unique but fragile culture of 
the area3 has been attributed to tourism. Data on local perceptions on the impacts of 
tourism in this region are non-existent. This ethnographic pilot research addresses 
the gap in the literature by examining the local perception on the impacts of tourism.

Methods & Data Discussion & Conclusion
q Locals have varying degrees of opinions on the impacts of tourism based on village location 

and village elevation more than age, gender, educational background, and profession.

q Institutional arrangements do play an important part in the robustness of the tourism system. 
Locals are optimistic concerning the Local Governance Act of 2017.

q Further empirical research is required across different disciplines, independently or 
collaboratively, to successfully understand the impacts of, and manage, tourism. 
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Research Question
q What are local people’s perceptions on the 

impacts of tourism in the region of Upper 
Mustang in the context of political transition? 

v What are the factors that influence local 
perception on the impacts of tourism?     

q Hypothesis: Profession and Age are the 
predictor variables that influences the local 
perception on the impacts of tourism the most.

q Upper Mustang is situated in Nepal’s northern border with China and is a part 
of the Annapurna Conservation Area, one of Nepal’s protected areas. 

q In the field of tourism systems, the traditional research approach has been linear, reductionist, 
and mechanistic with an assumption that the outcomes can be predicted with simplified models. 

q The study of complex adaptive tourism system (CATS) from a commons perspective with focus 
on institutional arrangement can help to bridge the gaps in the literature.
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Results
Phase 1: There is a positive 
relationship between the 
predictor variables (Village and 
Village Elevation) and all the 
respondent variables when 
asked about the impacts of 
tourism.

Phase 2: There is a positive 
relationship between the 
predictor variables (Profession, 
Gender, Education, Village and 
Village Elevation) and all the 
respondent variables.

Overall, Village 
Elevation (VillageE) is 
found to be the most 
influential predictor 
variable that impacts 
local perception.

q This research was conducted in the summer of 2018. This was an 
interesting time to be in the field due to the recent political transition.

q The region of Upper Mustang comprises 26 villages across two 
municipalities. Respondents were recruited from 23 different villages.

q This study used a convenience sampling technique to collect survey 
data from 116 participants.

q The dependent variable of this analysis was the local perception 
based on the impacts of tourism. 

q The predictor variables are age, gender, education, profession, 
village location in relation to the trekking rout, and village elevation.

q Chi-Square test in statistical software R was used to determine if 
there was a statistical association between variables.

q An example model of binary-tree database.
Future Direction

Predictor & Respond Variables 

(Y/N)

X-squared DF P-value

Profession VS Economic Impact 26.553 3 7.306e-06

Village VS Economic Impact 55.755 23 0.0001531

Gender VS Effective Management 7.8022 1 0.005218

Education VS RAF 8.7245 3 0.03319

UPPER MUSTANG

Gender, education, and village 
elevation were found to be 
crucial factors that influenced 
whether the participants have 
any opinions about the current 
institutions surrounding tourism.

Phase 1
N = 116

Phase 2
N = 80Does tourism 

have negative 
impact on the 
environment?


